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Battle for the

By Craig Harris
The Arizona Republic

When Glendale Arena was working to
book the wildly popular Irish band U2, the
upstart venue pulled out one of its biggest as-
sets in final negotiations.

Hockey legend Wayne Gretzky phoned
the band’s promoter and offered to play a
round of golf with the rock stars if they
would choose Glendale Arena over America
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West Arena in downtown Phoenix, according
to a Glendale Arena official.

The band declined the golf date but still
chose to play in the West Valley.

“We do whatever we can to get the busi-
ness,” said Steve Ellman, a developer and,
with Gretzky, a co-owner of the Phoenix
Coyotes hockey team, which manages Glen-
dale Arena. “Having Wayne call is great, but
what matters is we have the right venue and
sound system. And if it's one thing that mat-

Glendale and
‘America West
arenas are trying
to fill their seats by
recruiting bigger acts.
Who’s winning this turf battle?

ters, we have more seats.”

Since it opened in December 2003, Glen-
dale Arena has landed some of the entertain-
ment industry’s biggest stars, including
Cher, Britney Spears and Prince.

The arena’s early success has created per-
haps the biggest showdown ever between
Valley entertainment venues — a battle that
also represents a certain political and civic

See ARENA Page D2

Photo illustration by James Abundis/The Arizona Republic
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